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REPORT 


OF  THE 


SELECTMEN  OF  FAIRHAVEN 


ON  THE 


FINANCIAL  AFFAIRS  OF  THE  TOWN, 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1866-67. 


NEW  BEDFORD: 

E.  Anthony  & Sons,  Trinters,  67  Union  Street. 

1867. 
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REPORT  OP  TtlE  SELECTMEN 


ACCOUNT  OP  THE  COLLECTOK  OP  TAXES. 

Uncollected  taxes  as  per  last  report, 

Amount  of  tax  bills  placed  in  hands  of  T.  Damon,  Jr., 
for  year  1866, 

Interest  on  taxes. 


833,154.80 


88,575.29 

24,198.80 

380.71 


Amount  collected  by  T.  Damon,  Jr.,  and  paid : 


State  treasurer. 

County  treasurer. 

Town  treasurer. 

Abatement  for  prompt  pay, 
Taxes  remitted. 

Taxes  refunded. 

Treasurer  and  collector’s  salary. 
Uncollected  taxes  for  1860, 
Uncollected  taxes  for  1861, 
Uncollected  taxes  for  1862, 
Uncollected  taxes  for  1863, 
Uncollected  taxes  for  1864, 
Uncollected  taxes  for  1865, 
Uncollected  taxes  for  1866, 


85,520.00 

1,901.89 

17,786.26 

1,176.29 

625.24 

214.12 
538.59 
429.97 
529.93 

845.13 
475.38 
676.30 

1,176.50 

1,259.20  33,154.80 


The  Selectmen  have  examined  the  accounts  of  Tucker 
Damon,  Jr.,  collector  of  taxes,  and  find  them  correct. 


4r 

TUCKER  DAMON,  Jr.,  Treasurer, 

IN  ACCOUNT  WITH  THE  ToWN  OF  FaIRHAVEN,  Dr. 

To  balance  from  old  account,  S 1,4 15  47 

To  taxes  received  from  collector,  17,786.26 

To  cash  from  city  of  Fall  River,  8.00 

To  cash  from  town  of  Falmouth,  13.66 

To  cash  from  town  of  Mattapoisett,  189.64 

To  cash  from  town  of  Acushnet,  98.62 

To  cash  from  city  of  New  Bedford,  34.04 

To  cash  from  A.  P.  Willcox,  book  agent,  288.11 

To  cash  from  Mrs.  Akin,  16.31 

To  cash  from  William  P.  Cowie,  34.00 

To  cash  from  Joseph  Pope,  139.14 

To  cash  from  Sarah  Shaw,  41.79 

’ To  cash  from  Roby  Millett,  .93 

To  proceeds  of  Charles  Pope’s  voyages,  130.49 

To  cash  from  fire  department,  3.10 

To  cash  from  Stillman  Leavitt,  160.65 

To  cash  from  State  treasurer,  3,277.92 

To  dividend  from  National  Bank,  Fairhaven,  184.00 

To  loan  from  Henry  Akin,  400.00 

To  loan  from  Fairhaven  Savings  Institution,  10,000.00 


$34,222.13 

Credit. 

By  orders  drawn  on  treasurer  and  paid  for  account  of 
highways,  public  schools,  support  of  poor,  and 
incidental  account,  $32,526.71 

By  balance  on  hand  to  new  account,  1,695.42 


34,222.13 

REPAIRS  OF  HIGHWAYS. 

Order  in  favor  of  Philip  Nolan,  (year  1865,)  $63.52 

Order  in  favor  of  John  Courrin,  “ 10.74 

Order  in  favor  of  William  P.  Alden  “ 23.89 

Order  in  favor  of  John  Wood,  “ 1.00 

Order  in  favor  of  William  S.  Guild,  (brick  sidewalk,)  2.26 

Order  in  favor  of  Seth  Alden  for  payment  to 

Stillman  Leavitt,  $271.90 

Reuben  Austin,  32.92 

Allen  Bumpus,  1.75 

Beriah  Austin,  33.61 

Nathaniel  Delano,  23.00 


Ebenezer  Tinkham, 

5.25 

Elishub  Allen, 

21.59 

James  M.  Hall, 

26.08 

Francis  Keith, 

7.00 

James  Tripp, 

22.75 

Paul  K.  Hathaway, 

14.87 

F.  R.  Whitwell, 

61.80 

John  Wood, 

15,57 

Reuben  Wing, 

50.63 

Samuel  Briggs, 

13.47 

William  F.  Terry, 

24.01 

Philip  Reed, 

16.60 

Ira  Reed, 

11.00 

Irvin  Delano, 

16.00 

Josiah  R.  Howland, 

99.16 

John  Howard, 

58.90 

Oliver  Willcox, 

28.40 

Albert  Barney, 

26.30 

David  C.  Wood, 

28.64 

Frederic  P.  Wood, 

3.50 

AVilliam  C.  Ford, 

76.75 

Otis  Willcox, 

7.00 

R.  A.  Dunham  & Co., 

14.86 

Ebenezer  Alden, 

2.62 

Jabez  T.  Howard, 

50.75 

Henry  T.  Howard, 

27.12 

Alonzo  Hill, 

10.50 

Roland  Fish, 

6.60 

Arthur  Cox, 

21.00 

Lot  Besse, 

5.68 

Isaac  Terry, 

7.07 

Nathaniel  Benson, 

2.00 

William  D welly. 

14.25 

Samuel  Gidley, 

7.58 

James  L.  Butman, 

19.75 

Seth  E.  Stevens, 

23.50 

Lorin  Dexter, 

16.77 

Samuel  Jenney, 

3.50 

John  Sweeney, 

15.01 

George  Deane, 

9.97 

Daniel  W.  Deane, 

8.57 

Charles  Sherman, 

5.25 

Sylvanus  Skiff, 

22.75 

Henry  Jenney, 

14.00 

Job  Willcox, 

60.63 

Benjamin  C.  Parker, 

12.25 

Ebenezer  G.  Grinnell, 

2.01 

Joseph  Jenney, 

7.00 

John  Akin, 

19.25 

Welcome  J.  Lawton, 

28.00 
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Estate  Bartholomew  Taber, 
John  F.  Howard, 

Benjamin  P.  Tripp, 

Alonzo  Stone, 

Dennis  Stevens, 

Charles  F.  Blossom, 

Charles  Howard, 

Levi  and  Edwin  Blossom, 
Alfred  Jenney, 

Abisha  T.  Sha^v, 

Isaac  Hathaway, 

William  Steele, 

Jacob  Eckstone, 

Francis  Tripp, 

Charles  S.  Taber, 

Samuel  Tinkham, 

Benjamin  Drew, 

Seth  Alden, 

Seth  Alden,  clearing  snow. 

11.50 
8.75 
7.87 

15.75 

6.12 

8.75 

14.00 

14.00 

3.50 
3.50 
3.50 
3.15 

21.87 

5.25 

2.00 
5.25 

13.00 

541.50 

1.86  S2,229.22 

* Credit. 

By  balanee  of  old  account. 

By  appropriation, 

By  special  appropriation,  sidewalks. 

824.93 

2,000.00 

75.00 

82,099.93 

Amount  overdrawn  to  debit  incidental  acc.,  129.29  82,229.22 
SUPPORT  OP  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

Ilig'li  Scliool. 


Moses  R.  Chace,  teacher, 

Elliot.  Whipple,  teacher, 

Ellen  P.  Hamblin,  teacher, 

F.  S.  Bradford,  care, 

W.  D.  Eldredge,  care, 

Mrs.  Luscomb  and  Carver,  cleaning, 
L.  Bisbee,  repairs, 

Levi  Nickerson,  repairs, 

Purrington  & Taber,  repairs, 

N.  S.  Taber,  repairs, 

Roland  Fish,  fuel, 

Artemas  Morse,  fuel, 

Alfred  Nye,  supplies, 

Stevens  & Eldredge,  supplies, 

John  Hopkins,  supplies, 

A.  J.  Johnson,  supplies, 

8103.50 

741.52 

250.25 

26.57 

10.65 

12.70 

5.50 
1.00 
6.40 

16.25 

68.91 

7.28 

1.82 

3.50 
21.00 

17.50  81,294.35 
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I>istinct  1. 


P.  W.  Sparrow,  teacher, 

^$200. 00 

Gillara  Kendrick,  fuel, 

4.50 

Benjamin  S.  Tripp,  fuel, 

31.90 

236.40 

l^lstrict 

2. 

Kate  H.  Eldredge,  teacher, 

$66.00 

Rebecca  F.  Clark,  teacher, 

68.75 

Roland  Fish,  fuel. 

30.00 

J.  G.  Allen,  teacher, 

62.50 

227.25 

TVo.  3. 

Jane  G.  Allen,  teacher, 

$66.00 

Roland  Fish,  fuel, 

20.50 

86.50 

District 

ISTo.  4=. 

W.  C.  Ryder,  teacher. 

S815.00 

Lois  Deane,  teacher. 

263.25 

M.  A.  Fairfield,  teacher. 

180.00 

Amanda  Clark,  teacher. 

160.00 

Millie  S.  Eldredge,  teacher, 

152.00 

Mary  S.  Wood,  teacher, 

190.00 

Emelia  A.  Liscomb,  teacher, 

152.00 

Roland  Fish,  fuel, 

102  50 

Artemas  Morse,  fuel, 

27.16 

John  Sweeney,  care. 

27.50 

J.  H.  Taber,  care, 

22.00 

Alden  Allen,  care. 

19.25 

Charles  F.  Williams,  care. 

13.60 

Eunice  Ellis,  care. 

2.40 

Hattie  R.  Bryant,  care, 

2.40 

George  Reeves,  care, 

5.30 

2,134.36 

District 

IVo.  5. 

Hellen  M.  Clark,  teacher. 

$81.00 

Sylvanus  Skiff,  care. 

2.92 

Watson  Jenney,  fuel. 

12.38 

96.30 

District 

r^o.  «. 

Abbie  T.  Jenney,  teacher, 

$80.00 

George  W.  Francis,  teacher. 

135.00 

Seth  Delano,  fuel. 

10.00 

225.00 

District 

]v«>.  r. 

Matthew  Merry,  teacher. 

$102,00 

E.  J.  Kendrick,  teacher. 

72.00 

0.  D.  Colson, 

8.50 

182.50 

$4,482.66 

Balance  to  new  account. 

917.37 

^5,400.03 


8 


Credit. 

By  balance  of  old  account. 

$752.58 

By  amount  of  appropriation. 

4,500.00 

By  amount  received  from  State, 

147.45 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Orders  drawn  for  support  of  poor  : 

In  the  alms-house  for  the  year  1866-67, 

$570.10 

Out  of  alms-house  for  the  year  1866-67, 

519.63 

State  Lunatic  Hospital, 

453.38 

J.  W.  Braley, 

108.00 

F.  M.  Fuller, 

190.96 

Rufus  Allen, 

165.00 

Joseph  B.  Taber, 

256.64 

S.  S.  Swift  & Co., 

162.50 

George  Atwood, 

85.50 

Roland  Fish, 

51.20 

Coggeshall  & Co., 

24.00 

Job  Sweet, 

20.00 

School  District  No.  1,  tax, 

9.00 

R.  A.  Dunham  & Co., 

15.25 

Isaac  Fairchild, 

21.00 

Fairhaven  Union  Store, 

44.72 

Stillman  Leavitt, 

81.26 

Alfred  Nye, 

96.00 

Balance  to  credit  of  incidental  account. 

Credit. 

By  amount  of  appropriation. 

$3,000.00 

By  cash  from  city  of  Fall  River, 

8.00 

By  cash  from  city  of  New  Bedford, 

34.04 

By  cash  from  town  of  Falmouth, 

13.66 

By  cash  from  town  of  Mattapoisett, 

189.64 

By  cash  from  town  of  Acushnet, 

98.62 

By  cash  from  Sarah  Shaw, 

41.79 

By  cash  from  Joseph  Pope, 

139.14 

By  cash  from  Roby  Millett, 

.93 

By  cash  proceeds  of  Charles  Pope’s  voyage 

, 130.49 

By  cash  from  Stillman  Leavitt, 

160.65 

By  amount  from  fire  department. 

3.10 

INCIDENTAL  ACCOUNT. 
Fii*e  department. 

Engine  company  No.  3,  $586.67 

Engine  company  No.  5,  423.33 

Boston  Hose  Company,  22.75 


$5,400.03 


$2,874.14 

945.92 


$3,820.06 


$3,820.06 
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W.  H.  Willis, 

3.50 

Allen  & Brownell, 

33.72 

John  Quirk, 

19.20 

Seth  Shaw, 

2.66 

L.  Bisbee, 

3.38 

Asa  West, 

1.10 

Aaron  Savery, 

.60 

A.  G.  Liscomb, 

4.50 

Martin  Westgate, 

17.30 

Purrington  & Taber,  neats  foot  oil. 

36.96 

Thomas  H.  Wrightington, 

2.13 

F.  M.  Fuller, 

2.71 

Boston  and  Fairhaven  iron  works, 

34.13 

Rufus  Allen, 

3.51 

John  P.  Winslow, 

6.00 

D.  K.  Hathaway, 

3.02 

Benjamin  F.  Drew, 

18.80 

W.  C.  Ford, 

2.30 

Roland  Fish, 

10.00 

Nathaniel  S.  Taber, 

8.85 

Tripp  & Bourne, 

2.84 

William  H.  Hoeg, 

10.00 

William  Mann, 

16.25 

Joseph  B.  Taber, 

11.44 

James  I.  Church, 

2.84 

Edwin  Jenney, 

11.20 

New  Bedford  Cordage  Company, 

8.14 

Isaac  Terry, 

5.72 

Town  Farm, 

3.10 

Joseph  Millett, 

7.50 

state  Aid. 
State  aid  furnished  families, 


$1,615.87 


Town  I>et>t. 


Paid  note  favor  William  H.  Haskins,  $1,400.00 
Paid  note  0.  Prescott  and  B.  Taber,  assigns,  3,500.00 
Paid  note  Andrew  P.  Jenney,  400.00 

Paid  note  O.  Nye  & S.  P.  Alden,  executors,  2,469.25 
Paid  note  Benjamin  White,  guardian,  1,378.58 

Paid  note  Manuel  Maranda,  1,850  00 

Paid  note  Gillmore  Dexter,  450.00 

Paid  note  Sarah  Slade,  700.00 

Paid  note  National  Bank,  Fairhaven,  987.80 

Paid  note  Arza  Fish,  600.00 

Paid  note  Bartholomew  Taber,  guardian,  450.00 


Paid  interest  on  town  debt. 


$14,185.63 

3,630.43  $17,816.06 


A 
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Soliool  Boolcs, 


Amount  paid  for  school  books, 

$283.09 

Selectmen  : 

Bartholomew  Taber,  $200.00 

Isaiah  West, 

65.00 

Frederic  Taber, 

16.67 

^281.67 

Overseers  of  Poor  : 

Bartholomew  Taber, 

50.00 

Isaiah  West, 

25.00 

Frederic  Taber, 

8.33 

83.33 

Assessors  : 

Lewis  S.  Judd, 

125.00 

George  H.  Taber, 

96.00 

Charles  Bryant, 

57.00 

278.00 

Fire  Wards  : 

William  H.  Hoeg, 

10.00 

William  Mann, 

10.00 

Aaron  Savery, 

10.00 

30.00 

Constable : 

Albert  G.  Liscomb, 

11.00 

Committee  on  Accounts  : 

L.  S.  Judd, 

2.00 

George  F.  Tripp, 

2.00 

4.00 

Town  Clerk,  Treasurer  and  Collector  : 

Tucker  Damon, 

538.59 

Registrar  : 

Tucker  Damon, 

29.50 

School  Committee  : 

Isaac  Fairchild, 

50.00 

Charles  Drew, 

52.06 

Charles  Bryant,  * 

25.00 

127.06 

$1,383.15 

Iincid-eiitals. 

Ansel  Weeks,  surveyor. 

$5.00 

E.  Anthony  & Sons,  advertising  and  printing, 

120.50 

Fessenden  & Baker,  advertising. 

55.00 

Josiah  Holmes  and  others  running  town  lines. 

33.00 

J,  T.  Butrick,  postage  stamps, 

6.66 

Phoenix  Hall,  rent  for  hall, 

35.00 

Phoenix  Hall,  rent  for  office. 

55.00 

Estate  of  John  Allen,  land  rent. 

5.00 

William  Alden,  watching. 

2.00 

Edwin  Jenney,  watching, 

2.00 

Little,  Brown  & Co., 

2.00 

Repaid  bounties  to  State, 

400.00 

Bristol  County  Insurance  assessment, 

18.00 

R.  A.  Dunham  & Co., 

4.00 
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Amos  T.  Peirce,  care  town  clock,  25.00 

Amos  T.  Peirce,  repairing  bell,  10.10 

Bartholomew  Taber,  incidentals,  15.07 

Isaiah  West,  incidentals,  9.50 

Jonathan  Cowen,  labor,  9.00 

Watson  Jenney,  labor,  3.20 

O.  Prescott,  legal  services,  5.00 

George  A.  Briggs,  surveying,  27.40 

T.  Damon,  Jr.,  office  expenses,  15.20 

Balance  overdrawn  for  highways,  129.29 

Abatement  on  taxes  for  prompt  payment,  1,176.29 
Taxes  remitted,  625.24 

Taxes  refunded,  214.12 

Credit. 

By  amount  of  appropriation,  $6,000.00 

By  loan  from  Henry  Akin,  400.00 

By  loan  from  Fairhaven  Inst,  for  Savings,  10,000.00 
By  cash  from  Mrs.  Akin  for  rent,  16.31 

By  cash  from  William  Cowie,  State  aid,  34.00 

By  cash  from  State  for  State  aid,  1,700.00 

By  cash  from  State,  corporation  tax,  1,227.20 

By  cash  from  State,  balance  of  State  aid,  203.27 
By  cash  from  A.  P.  Willcox,  book  agent,  288.11 

By  cash  from  National  Bank,  Fairhaven, 

dividends,  184.00 

By  balance  unexpended  for  support  of  Poor,  945.92 
By  overlay  on  taxes  in  1866,  1,083.01 

By  balance  from  old  account,  2,702.46 

By  amount  overdrawn  to  new  account,  647.61 


TOWN  DEBT. 

Loans  from  banks  and  individuals. 
Outstanding  bills. 

Deductions. 


Due  from  Commonwealth,  State  aid,  $1,737.15 

Due  from  town  of  Dartmouth,  94.41 

Due  from  Sarah  Shaw,  29.25 

Due  from  Samuel  White,  45.02 

Twenty-three  shares  National  Bank  Fair- 
haven, 1,955.00 

Uncollected  taxes,  5,392.41 

Cash  in  hands  of  treasurer,  1,695.42 


862.63 


$2,144.94 


$25,431.89 


$25,431.89 


$36,918.15 

333.52 


$37,251.67 


$10,948.66 


Total  debt  of  the  town. 


$26,303.01 
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TOWN  LIQUOR  AGENCY. 


Stock  and  cash  on  hand  March  16th,  1866,  $376.71 


Profit  on  sales. 

81.50 

$458.21 

Credit, 

By  stock  on  hand  March  15th,  1867, 

248.48 

By  agent’s  salary, 

70.00 

By  government  license. 

20.00 

By  balance  cash  on  hand. 

119.73 

$458.21 

SCHOOL  BOOK  AGENCY. 


To  balance  due  by  agent  March  16th,  1866,  $58.11 

To  books  on  hand  March  16th,  1866,  255.55 

To  books  purchased  during  the  year,  279.65 

To  advance  on  books  sold,  30.54 


$623.85 


Credit. 

By  books  on  hand  March  15th,  1867,  $211,24 

By  cash  paid  town  treasurer,  288.11 

By  books  furnished  schools  and  sundry  persons,  39.77 

By  bills  paid  by  agent,  36.62 

By  agent’s  commissions,  27.60 

By  balance  due  from  agent,  20.51  $623.85 


Respectfully  submitted. 


BARTHOLOMEW  TABER, 
ISAIAH  WEST, 


I Selectmen, 


We  the  undersigned  have  examined  the  foregoing  accounts  and 
believe  them  to  be  correct. 


GEO.  F.  TRIPP,  ) Committee 
L.  S.  JUDD,  j on  Accounts, 


Faiehaven,  March  16th,  1867. 


REPORT 


<JF  TIIK 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


OF  THE 


TOW]S^  OF  FAIRHAYE^sT, 


For  tlie  Year  1866-67. 


NEW  BEDFORD: 

E,  Authont  & Sons,  Peinters,  67  Union  Street. 

1867. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


To  the  Inhahitants  of  Fair  haven  : 

Of  the  many  subjects  requiring  your  attention  at  the  be- 
ginning of  another  municipal  year,  there  is  none  of  greater 
interest  than  that  of  the  schools,  where  the  children  and 
youth  of  the  town  are  receiving  their  education.  Whether 
you  arc  parents,  earnestly  desiring  the  happiness  and  use- 
fulness of  your  children,  or  citizens,  who  must  by  and  by 
transmit  to  their  care  the  honor  of  the  Commonwealth  and 
the  best  interests  of  society,  you  are  all  intimately  con- 
cerned. 

By  referring  to  the  appended  tables  you  will  find,  in  a 
condensed  form,  the  details  of  what  has  been  done  the  past 
year : the  number  of  scholars  in  the  schools,  their  average 
attendance,  the  length  of  time  the  schools  have  been  in  ses- 
sion, who  has  taught  them,  and  how  the  money  raised  for 
school  purposes  has  been  appropriated  and  expended. 

But  these  details  of  material  facts  do  not  indicate  results. 
You  will  not  learn  from  them  what  improvement  your  child 
has  made  in  his  studies,  nor  what  impress  the  influences  of 
the  school  may  have  stamped  on  his  character.  This  is 
knowledge  which  no  report  can  give  you,  which  you  can  only 
possess  as  you  maintain  that  watchful  care  over  the  progress 
and  conduct  of  your  child  which  a parent  can  never  delegate 
to  another. 

If  we  estimate  properly  the  importance  of  our  schools, 
the  inquiry  whether  they  have  reached  or  are  progressing 
towards  that  standard  of  excellence  which  their  greatest 
usefulness  requires  will  never  seem  impertinent. 

We  wish  we  could  truthfully  give  a more  encouraging  an- 
swer to  the  inquiry.  For  the  highest  success  attainable  in 
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the  schools,  the  co-operation  of  all  classes  in  the  community 
is  needed ; not  only  teachers  and  committees,  but  parents 
and  people  must  unite  in  unwearying  efforts  to  promote  their 
prosperity.  But  where  there  is  a divided  responsibility 
there  are  too  often  general  neglect  and  inefficiency,  and  wc 
think  this  is  especially  true  of  the  interest  manifested  in 
our  schools. 

Because  their  immediate  care  and  general  supervision  is 
confided  to  certain  officials,  parents  should  not  feel  their  re- 
sponsibility at  all  lessened.  They  must  see  that  their  chil- 
dren are  regular  and  punctual  in  attendance,  and  should 
enjoin  respect  for  the  teacher  and  obedience  to  the  rules  of 
school. 

Home  and  parental  influence  and  teachings  are  always 
felt  in  the  school-room,  and  are  potent  there  in  maintaining 
or  destroying  wholesome  discipline.  The  boy  who  is  taught 
the  true  nature  of  obedience,  that  it  is  an  honorable  submis- 
sion to  rightful  authority,  implying  neither  servility  or  deg- 
radation, and  that  it  is  a sacred  duty,  will  give  little  trouble, 
while  he  who  ignorantly  looks  upon  it  as  a slavish  surrender 
of  his  rights,  will  only  yield  a sullen  and  dogged  submission. 

So  the  child  that  is  only  managed,  not  governed  at  home, 
will  surely  carry  his  compromising  diplomacy  into  the  school- 
room and  become  one  of  the  most  mischievous  disturbers 
there. 

Without  seeming  to  actively  co-operate  parents  may  do 
much  to  aid  in  maintaining  good  order  and  discipline.  Do 
not  accept  all  complaints  as  just  criticisms,  better  dismiss 
the  child  with  an  admonition  to  future  good  conduct,  and  if 
the  complaint  seem  well  founded,  visit  the  teacher  and  learn 
from  him  the  true  state  of  the  case  and  adjust  it  with  him, 
always  so  conducting  as  to  impress  the  child  with  a kindly 
regard  and  respect  for  his  teacher  and  the  idea  that  his 
authority  and  the  discipline  of  the  school  arc  to  be  main- 
tained. Such  an  interview  between  a teacher  and  the  parent 
feeling  aggrieved,  must  almost  surely  result  in  a mutual  good 
understanding  and  in  securing  the  good  of  the  child  and  the 
school. 
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We  say,  therefore,  visit  the  schools  frequently,  and  thus 
become  acquainted  personally  with  the  teacher  and  his 
methods  of  instructing  and  governing.  Encourage  him  by 
showing  an  interest  in  the  progress  of  your  own  children 
and  the  advancement  of  the  school  in  general.  We  believe 
the  visits  of  parents  and  citizens  may  prove  quite  as  bene- 
ficial as  those  of  the  committee.  The  pupils  after  a time 
become  accustomed  to  our  visits,  they  are  looked  upon  as 
a part  of  the  routine  of  the  school  system,  but  the  entrance 
of  parents  or  neighbors  into  the  school-room  is  an  indica- 
tion of  their  special  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  school  or 
some  particular  members  of  it. 

If  we  seem  to  give  undue  prominence  to  this  matter,  it  is 
because  we  believe  some  dissatisfaction  which  may  have  ex- 
isted in  certain  cases  might  have  been  removed  by  a visit  to 
the  teachers  and  the  explanation  they  would  have  been  able 
and  glad  to  make.  And  we  may  here  observe  that  in  almost 
every  case  of  complaint  which  has  reached  the  committee, 
the  complaint  has  rested  on  no  personal  knowledge  of  the 
parent,  but  on  the  uninvestigated  reports  of  children,  ac- 
cepted as  just  criticisms  and  satisfactory  grounds  for  con- 
demning the  teachers. 

The  amount  of  money  raised  and  appropriated  for  the 
support  of  schools  in  this  town  for  several  years  past,  gives 
to  each  child  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years 
something  over  seven  dollars.  This  is  a liberal  appropria- 
tion, and  if  it  could  be  economically  applied  would  give,  we 
think,  at  least  one  month  more  term  of  school  to  the  whole 
town  then  it  is  now  possible  to  afford.  Most  of  the  schools 
are  in  session  but  about  eight  months  of  the  year,  and  we 
pay  our  teachers’  salaries  so  meagre  that  we  cannot  always 
retain  our  best  instructors  and  disciplinarians.  We  shall 
suffer  in  this  way  until  we  can  offer  such  inducements  as  will 
secure  and  retain  the  best  talent.  The  disadvantages  of  a 
somewhat  unequal  distribution  of  the  school  money  is  una- 
voidable where  the  inhabitants  are  much  scattered,  and  where 
the  schools  must  be  multiplied  in  order  to  accommodate 
those  who  are  more  removed  from  the  centre  of  population ; 
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but  the  boundaries  of  this  town  and  the  location  of  its  peo- 
ple is  such,  we  believe,  as  to  admit  a change,  reducing  the 
number  of  schools  and  a more  economical  expenditure  of 
the  money  among  them,  without  injustice  to  any.  For  this 
purpose  your  committee  think  the  present  district  system 
should  be  abolished  or  the  town  re-districted,  and  we  earnest- 
ly press  this  subject  on  your  consideration.  We  do  not  see  how 
the  condition  of  the  schools  can  be  advanced  to  that  degree 
of  excellence  which  the  educational  wants  of  your  children 
demand,  without  a much  larger  appropriation  than  we  dare 
ask  for,  or  the  adoption  of  a system  which  shall  enable  us 
better  to  economize  what  is  every  year  so  liberally  voted. 
The  school  terms  cannot  be  made  longer,  nor  can  we  surely 
retain  our  best  teachers,  or  secure  better  in  place  of  the  in- 
different. 

To  illustrate  an  evil  of  the  present  system  and  even  its 
injustice,  permit  us  to  say,  that  one  small  primary  school, 
(very  indifferently  taught,)  during  the  past  Summer,  cost  for 
each  pupil  in  attendance,  $2.25  per  month,  or  between  eleven 
and  twelve  cents  a day.  At  this  rate  the  tuition  only,  of 
all  the  children  of  the  town,  would  have  cost  $20  each  for 
eight  months. 

It  may  be  said  that  by  reducing  the  number  of  schools  we 
shall  impose  a hardship  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  rural 
districts,  by  removing  them  to  distances  so  great  that  the 
younger  children  cannot  reach  them  in  inclement  weather. 
This  objection  will  cease  if  we  can  so  apply  the  money  as 
to  extend  the  term  from  eight  months  to  ten,  for  though  the 
smaller  children  might  lose  some  part  of  the  term,  they 
would  still  be  able  to  make  up  their  full  eight  months,  while 
the  older  scholars  to  whom  each  added  month  is  so  valuable, 
would  get  the  advantage  of  the  longer  term.  We  do  not 
propose  to  discuss  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  district 
system,  all  we  desire  is  to  call  your  attention  to  the  present 
unwise  and  unequal  expenditure  of  the  school  money,  leav- 
ing it  to  your  own  judgment  to  devise  the  manner  in  which  it 
shall  be  rendered  more  available  for  the  beneficient  purposes 
for  which  it  is  designed. 
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Finally,  the  “ suggestions  in  relation  to  the  schools  which 
the  committee  deem  necessary  and  proper  to  promote  the 
interests  thereof”  are:  First,  a greater  interest  in  them  on 
the  part  of  parents  and  the  citizens  generally.  Second,  such 
a re-organization  of  the  present  school  system  of  the  town 
as  shall  allow  a wiser  and  more  economical  expenditure  of 
the  money  raised  for  school  purposes ; and  third,  especially 
greater  care  and  judgment  in  the  seclction  and  appointment 
of  teachers  by  the  Prudential  Committees,  or  else  entrusting 
this  duty  to  the  general  Committee  of  the  town. 

Signed,  ISAAC  FAIRCHILD,  Chairman. 

CHARLES  DREW,  Secretary. 

The  subjoined  tables  will  give  all  needed  statistical  in- 
formation : 


The  amount  raised  by  the  town  for  school  purposes  the  past 


year  was 

$4,500.00 

Received  from  the  State  fund, 

147.45 

.$4,647.45 

Of  which  there  has  been  appropriated  : 

To  District  No.  1, 

.$190.00 

To  District  No.  2, 

212.00 

To  District  No.  3, 

102.00 

To  District  No.  4, 

2,000.00 

To  District  No.  5, 

212.00 

To  District  No.  6, 

212.00 

To  District  No.  7, 

175.00 

To  High  School, 

1,400.00 

4,503.00 

$144.45 


Balance  unappropriated. 


TABLE  I . 


SCHOOLS. 

Whole  number  between 
5 and  15,  May  1,  186&. 

S U M M E 11 . 

WINTER. 

Attendance  between 
5 and  15. 

1 Attendance  under  5. 

Attendance  over  15. 

Whole  attendance. 

Average  attendance. 

1 Attendance  betAveen  1 
1 5 and  15. 

Attendance  under  5.  1 

Attendance  over  15. 

Whole  attendance. 

Average  attendance. 

District  No.  1, 

34 

32 

2 

34 

22.22 

29 

2 

31 

22.68 

District  No.  2, 

44 

38 

38 

32 

35 

1 

36 

30.04 

District  No.  3, 

32 

33 

2 

35 

26 

31 

2 

33 

21 

District  No.  4, 

324 

Grammar, 

81 

1 

82 

57 

87 

7 

94 

61 

Centre  Intermediate, 

49 

49 

39.70 

52 

1 

53 

42.70 

Centre  Primary, 

66 

66 

41.39 

31 

31 

25.60 

North  Primary, 

37 

1 

38 

30 

30 

32.35 

South  Primary, 

26 

26 

19 

30 

30 

17 

South  Intermediate, 

22 

22 

16 

15 

15 

13.60 

District  No.  5, 

38 

36 

1 

2 

39 

25.83 

38 

6 

44 

31.16 

District  No.  6, 

34 

32 

3 

4 

39 

23 

27 

10 

37 

29.12 

District  No.  7, 

15 

11 

1 

12 

8 

12 

8 

20 

14 

High  School, 

20 

41 

61 

49.63 

37 

28 

65 

57.97 

8 

TABLE  IT. 


Schools. 


District  No.  1, 

Summer, 

P.  W.  Sparrow, 
P.  W.  Sparrow, 

S^25.00 

4 

mos. 

Winter, 

28.00 

H 

District  No.  2, 

Summer, 

Miss  Clark,  > 

Mrs.  Eldredge,  5 

23.50 

5| 

Winter, 

Jane  Allen, 

25.00 

2h 

District  No.  3, 

Summer, 

Jane  Allen, 
N.  E.  Trijip, 

22.00 

G 

Winter, 

30.00 

4 

District  No.  4, 

Grammar, 

Summer, 

C.  Ryder, 

72.50 

G 

U 

Winter, 

C.  Ryder, 

72.50 

3| 

Assistant, 

Summer, 

Lois  Deane, 

2G.00 

G 

Winter, 

Lois  Deane, 

2G.50 

3| 

ii 

Centre  Intermediate, 

Summer, 

M.  A.  Fairfield, 

22.50 

3 

u 

Winter, 

M.  A.  Fairfield, 

22.50 

5 

Centre  Primary, 

Summer, 

Amanda  Clark, 

20.00 

G 

u 

Winter, 

Amanda  Clark, 

20.00 

2 

u 

South  Intermediate, 

Summer, 

Mary  S.  Wood, 

19.00 

G 

u 

Winter, 

Mary  S.  Wood, 

19.00 

2 

South  Primary, 

Summer, 

Amelia  Liscomb, 

19.00 

3 

ii 

Winter, 

Amelia  Liscomb, 
Millie  S.  Eldredge, 

19.00 

5 

North  Primary, 

Summer, 

19.00 

G 

££ 

Winter, 

Millie  S.  Eldredge, 

19.00 

2 

U 

District  No.  5, 

Summer, 

Helen  M.  Clark, 

18.00 

4i 

Winter, 

Helen  M.  Clark, 

25.00 

41 

U 

District  No.  G, 

Summer, 

Abby  F.  Jenney, 

20.00 

4 

Winter, 

G.  W.  Francis, 

45.00 

3 

£4 

District  No.  7, 

Summer, 

E.  J.  Kendrick, 

18.00 

4 

44 

Winter, 

M.  Merry, 

24.00 

3d 

44 

High  School, 

Summer, 

E.  Whipple, 

92.50 

G 

44 

Winter, 

E.  Whipple, 

92.50 

3 

Assistant, 

Summer, 

E.  P.  Hamlin, 

35.00 

G 

4 4 

Winter, 

E.  P.  Hamlin, 

35.00 

3 

